Hawstead Parish Council - Clerk report  
09 January 2025
The aim of this report is to provide comments on agenda items and to update the Parish Councillors on:-

· correspondence received, sent and circulated since the last meeting

· Training attended since the last meeting
· Clerks’ activity since November 2024
· Planning decisions

2.5 Suffolk constabulary 
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/suffolk/constables-county-december-2024.pdf

8.4 Tree work

SB has completed the majority of the agreed tree work in December– the fallen tree remains in the brook; the water is too high to tackle this safely at present.

9.1 Co-option re casual vacancy

Email from AB re possibility of o-option

Following discussion with a couple of the parish councillors for Hawstead, I was hoping to put myself forward to be co-opted onto the parish council in the vacant position.
>
> I have lived in the village for the last 10 years in Pinford End and would like to take an active role in the village. I come from a background in project management and development in the IT sector, before moving into hospitality with my wife and children at The Four Bells Glamping in the village.
>
> I hope to be able to lend my experience to aid the Parish council in its duties to the villagers of Hawstead, including advice on web, IT and comms.
>
> If you have any questions, would like any further background information about me or would like to discuss further, do just let me know.
9.2 Debrillator awareness session

Free event at the village hall on 18 Jan 2025 at 11am. JLF to host.

9.3 Correspondence from HCC re play area.

Correspondence below received; Clerk has raised query with SALC and will review old minutes when time permits.

-------- Forwarded Message --------
	Subject:
	Hawstead Play Area

	Date:
	Thu, 19 Dec 2024 12:30:31 +0000

	From:
	Treasurer 

	To:
	Catherine Hibbert 

	CC:
	John Shipley , Joe Sheehan , Ali Bovill 




We are making plans to redevelop the play area and wonder how/whether the parish council can be involved in terms of minimising the VAT element. One of the developers suggested that there were options.

I presume that if we asked you to consider covering the cost of an element of the play area, e.g. a new piece of equipment, you would be able to purchase that element, gift it to the village and reclaim VAT. However, is there anything further you are able to do? I don't think we can simply hand you money and ask you spend it and reclaim the VAT.

Grants for village play areas are not abundant. We have one possibility for 10% of the project costs, but with a likely total cost of £60k plus VAT to do everything, that really isn't a lot, especially when we consider the VAT. Lottery grants are massively oversubscribed and focus on underprivileged high-population areas for obvious reasons.

We know that we can approach the local authority, and will do so in the New Year. However whether we are going to be able to get anywhere near the project cost, even if some monies were forthcoming from local government, is by no means certain. In addition, if there was any likelihood that the PC could be involved, it would make more sense for it to request funds from the county/district council so that VAT could be reclaimed on any such monies spent.

Anyway, I appreciate that HCC is responsible for maintenance of the play area. Whether that actually extends to sole responsibility for replacing the equipment and paying for associated groundworks is unclear. I would rather hope that the PC will be able to somehow work with us to provide a new play area that no longer floods and minimise the VAT element. Are you able to look back through the minutes to find exactly what was agreed with HCC? Was any legal document ever signed relating to the play area and defining maintenance versus replacement?

Are you able to research the above and feed back to HCC as a matter of urgency so that we know where we stand going forwards? If things need to be done piecemeal over several years and we need to review our hall hire policy to help pay for it, then so be it.

I am uncertain whether this needs to go onto the next agenda for the PC to discuss. I will be guided by you. That said, we do want an open, inclusive discussion on this point to include HCC members, and this discussion needs to be had early in the New Year so that some progress can be made this coming spring.

We look forward to hearing your thoughts ASAP
SALC response re VAT received 3 Jan 2025

You are correct on both points:

· The Parish Council could buy and gift play equipment to the community council for this project and recover VAT as it has the appropriate statutory powers to spend money in this way.

· The Parish Council are not able to recover the VAT if the community Council provides the funds to the council.   This would amount to VAT evasion.   See paragraph 54 NALCs legal topic note 32 - Local Councils and VAT.

For information on available grant funding, you could contact Community Action Suffolk and West Suffolk Council, as they can advise on current grant opportunities. Additionally, your County and District Councillors may have locality funding remaining for the year that could be allocated towards the play equipment. 
Item 9.3 grass cut contract - Email from WSC 3 December

West Suffolk Council would consider a three year contract but each year the prices would not be fixed but variable and linked to the Consumer price inflation rates produced by the Office for National Statistics Consumer price inflation, UK - Office for National Statistics
10.1 Planning notifications

DC/24/1723/AG1 Lawshall Road Hawstead Suffolk Determination in respect of permitted agricultural development - crop store/grain store building; refused Fri 20 Dec 2024
	


12. Correspondence

Indication is given where an item has already been circulated by email and/ or is under consideration at this meeting and /or has been circulated for this meeting.  Please request copies of anything you have not received

	Date
	Detail
	Action
	Email circulation
	Agenda item
	Circulated with agenda

	3.12.24
	Email from K Soons re Whepstead Road
	
	
	
	yes

	5.12.24
	Email from RB re generator servicing
	
	
	
	yes

	6.12.24
	WSC – response to request for three year contract
	
	
	9.4
	yes

	7.12.24
	SARS annual report
	
	
	
	

	9.12.24
	Application for co-option
	
	
	9.1
	yes

	10.12.24
	Salc training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	6.12.24
	Play area reports – low risk findings
	
	
	12.1
	

	16.12.24
	SALC bulletin
	
	30.12.24
	
	

	17.12.24
	SALC training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	17.12.24
	Offer of assistance with footpaths
	CH liaise with footpath rep
	
	
	

	18.12.24
	WSC confirmation of tax base figures
	
	
	
	

	20.12.24
	Email from HCC
	
	30.12.24
	9.3
	yes

	23.12.24
	Suffolk cloud – notice of merger with Freethought
	
	
	
	yes

	24.12.24
	Note from JB on abandoned vehicle in Bells Lane
	
	
	
	yes

	29.12.24
	Email re generator servicing
	
	
	
	yes

	31.1.24
	Thank you from AE
	
	
	
	yes

	2.1.25
	Bus passenger group info
	
	
	
	

	2.1.25
	Pug in Suffolk info from WSC
	
	3.1.25
	
	


Email from K Soons re car parking at Whepstead Road 3 Dec
Happy to attend if there is a source of funding but there is no funding from suffolk highways or from my highways locality budget. 

If the PC have a source then I would be happy to attend  a meeting 

Email from Suffolk Cloud dated 23 Dec re their forthcoming merger with Freethought

I’m writing to share some exciting news about Suffolk Cloud that means we will be able to provide new and improved services to our clients in Suffolk and other parts of the country.

For the last six months we’ve been discussing becoming part of a larger company – Freethought Ltd which is based in Lincoln. Freethought is a national company providing website hosting services and selling web domains (among other things!) By joining forces with Freethought we will be able to provide:

· A wider range of IT services and support functions

· Up to date software

· An updated range of templates

· .uk domain names

· .gov.uk email addresses

· Websites for local councils across the country

· Enhanced long-term sustainability and resilience

We have begun the process of bringing the two companies together and this should be complete by June next year. At that point Suffolk Cloud will become a wholly owned subsidiary of Freethought. This partnership marks an exciting new chapter, bringing you even more value and opportunities while keeping everything you already know and love about Suffolk.cloud intact. 
We have been working with Freethought for over a year now and have been very impressed with their prompt and friendly customer service and support. This is one of the reasons we are more than happy to work with them on improving our services to keep up with new regulation and technology. Kerry and I will still be available on the same numbers and email addresses if you need us.

What does this mean for you?
· You shouldn’t see any major differences, although there may be some new people answering our support calls. Kerry, Adrian and I will still be working for Suffolk Cloud and dealing with you directly.

· Your website will continue to work exactly as it does now (although in the background we will be moving all our sites to Freethought servers rather than the hosting company we currently use).

· You may notice some changes to letter headings and bills may go out in the Freethought company name.

· Our prices will be the same or only rise in line with inflation.

· Over time we will be able to offer you more services to allow you to keep up with new technology advances and government guidelines.

We will be keeping you updated about any changes as they happen, as well as letting you know about new services that we’ll be able to provide.

If you have any questions about this change then please contact me directly at info@suffolk.cloud

Email from JB 24/12/24 re abandoned car

just to give you a heads up, there has been a Vauxhall Zafira left at the edge of the road, creating a potential traffic hazard.

It apparently ran out of fuel on Sunday night and the young man driving it slept in it

Despite talking to him on several occasions, when he said he as just waiting for a friend to come and collect him so he could go and get fuel, it is still there this morning.

I will call the non urgent police line today, just in case it has been dumped as his story became more and more doubtful as the day went on

All it will need is one large lorry and Bells Lane will probably be blocked.

Email from RB re generator servcing

Do you know the make of the generator as it depends who I would turn to? 

Not sure how big the generator is so maybe I’m overthinking this but not just oils with larger gen sets they also want the generator element looked at.. will help if I can? If it’s a small genny it maybe different.

Rupert

Email from JW re generator servicing
BM has kindly given up several hours of his time to fully service the generator once again. He has done this for the last ten years or so as you know. A note was sent around the village recently asking for another volunteer but unfortunately there was no response so to be certain it’s in tip top condition for this winter Bruce stepped forward.
He tells me this morning he has mislaid the receipt for a small can of oil costing £12.99 hence this email. I’d be grateful if you would reimburse him in due course.
Going forward I have found an individual who specialises in servicing and repairing generators based at Barton Mills near Mildenhall so for future servicing we have another option. This person charges less than £100 plus any parts. But of course it would need to be taken there.
Happy New Year.
31.1.25 Email from AE

I hope you had a wonderful and restful Christmas. Please could you pass on a huge thanks from me to the parish council for their generous gift card. It is very thoughtful and much appreciated. 

Corresp re flooding at Larkfield corner 3 Dec

Dear Villager

Please be aware that the hill just after the river on the main road to Bury is causing trouble this morning. If you drive, you will know that there has been another leak on the hill for a few weeks. This was reported some 3 weeks ago by a resident. Now the leak has iced and there have been a number of collisions this morning with cars skidding into each other. If you need to drive that way over the next few days, please take extra care.

The situation has been reported again this morning. Anglian Water has said someone should be on site within 6 hours to assess the issue.

Hawstead Community Council
TRAINING
CLERK’S ACTIVITY Dec 2024Jan 2025
	Date
	Activity
	Time

	
	Prepare for and minute  Nov and Dec meetings; honoraria; precept request       
	

	
	Corresp
	

	
	TOTAL
	50.00


