Hawstead Parish Council - Clerk report  
8th January 2026
The aim of this report is to provide comments on agenda items and to update the Parish Councillors on:-
· correspondence received, sent and circulated since the last meeting
· Training attended since the last meeting
· Clerks’ activity since November 2025

· Planning decisions

2.5 Suffolk constabulary 
Email from PC Cheryl Claydon 19 November 2025

Over the last month we have had an assault reported and one drink driver caught for the Hawstead area.

 

Just to let you know that we are experiencing burglaries of outbuildings, residential homes and farms, for this reason my priority for this month and next will be burglaries.

 

If you have any events happening in the new year which we could do engagements in Hawstead please let me know.

 

You can also see crime figures, engagements and priorities on our website.

Email from PC Cheryl Claydon 23 Dec 2025

We had one crime reported in the last month for Hawstead which was a theft from motor vehicle overnight on 8th December.

 

My community engagements for January are on 3rd January in Brockley 0930-10:30 and 7th January 14:00-15:00 Cavendish.

5 Matters Arising

· SB confirmed that the cost of work to remove tree from river (see minutes 13/11/25).
· Gift voucher given to AE

· Email notification issued to residents in vicinity of new SID sign; three positive responses received. (8.3)
· SCC has confirmed it will contribute £1,000 towards the costs of a new SID (8.3)
· WSC has confirmed it is withdrawing the glass bottle banks at the village hall; no further recycling credits to be paid after 25/26. (11.2)
· Complaint being lodged with WSC re Woodlands enforcement

· Letter being sent to AW requesting replacement of water main serving Hawstead.

8.3 Feedback from residents regarding proposed SID location;-

KG – 5.12.25

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the placement of a SID in Whepstead Road. 

I fully support the use of the existing post in order to attach a SID.

I live quite close to that point, at Asriel, I am horrified by the speed at which some people drive down Whepstead Road! 
PD 11.12.25

Thank you for your letter dated 1st December in relation to the proposed new location for the speed indicator device at The Pound.

I think it's a great idea and I very much welcome it to be erected as to the photo received (so option a).
Thank you for your support and pursuit of this matter.

1The Pound – letter of support [not seen]

SCC email dated 10 December 2025

I have been asked to get in touch with you by Cllr Karen Soons, regarding a contribution she’d like to make toward some SIDs you’ve purchased. While I believe she’d initially wanted to contribute £2000, she only has £1000 remaining in her Local Highways Budget, therefore she’s asked me to transfer that amount to you. I’ll just need Hawstead PC’s current postal address and banking details (account no. and sort code). Once received, I’ll submit the necessary paperwork.

8.4 Tree warden

The current tree warden confirmed his intention to stand down at the November meeting

8.5 and 8.6 Assertion 10 training
The annual AGAR return process has been updated to impose more specific legal obligations on parish councils regarding their digital practices. Compliance with these obligations is a legal requirement and failure to show that these are in hand will result in failure of the audit/ the potential for complaint from aggrieved residents – particularly those who are unable to easily access the material on the PC website. The assertion 10 presentation (arranged by SALC) is attached.  For the purposes of Hawstead PC it is considered that the following actions are necessary;-
· Ensure that the domain/ emails are gov.uk. Hawstead PC switched to gov .uk domain in the last couple of years. As a matter of best practice all councillors should be using the linked gov.uk email account rather than personal email addresses when conducting PC business. The reason for this is thatThe Council has no ownership over personal email inboxes which could lead to issues when dealing with GDPR/ FOI requests. 

· Revising the website accessibility statement in line with WCAG 2.2AA (introduced Oct 2024). This is a technical exercise which is beyond the clerk’s capability – clerk will seek an estimate from Suffolk.Cloud.

· Introduce a revised IT policy - draft attached (to incorporate WhatsApp protocol).
The Council is asked to approve these recommendations.
Consideration should also be given to the following;

Changing domain name on old Hawstead PC website and deleting linked email accounts; clerk would welcome some assistance with this/ budget to seek external support.
Considering purchase of laptop for PC; at present clerk uses personal computer for Hawstead PC business. Risk of data breach would be limited if PC data was stored on standalone separate hardware.
8.7 West Suffolk speeding group email dated 15   December 2025

Dear Catherine
Road safety and rural speed limits
Moulton and Lidgate Parish Councils have established a group of Parish Councils in West Suffolk to lobby Suffolk County Council to re-evaluate their policies and procedures in respect of road safety and speed limits in rural Suffolk.
We arranged a meeting on 15 October with SCC Cllr Chris Chambers (Cabinet Member for Transport Strategy, Planning and Waste) to discuss our concerns and the challenges individual parishes face in progressing speed limit changes and traffic calming.  Nearly 30 Parish and Town Council chairs and councillors attended the meeting, notes from which are included below.
We believe that the greater the number of Parish and Town Councils joining our lobby group, the more successful we will be in achieving our objectives.
Please could you pass this email on to your Parish councillors for discussion at your next meeting?   
Our objectives are:
1.             Organise similar meetings with the Police, Police and Crime Commissioner Tim Passmore, and Suffolk MPs to gain their support (West Suffolk MP Nick Timothy, who supports our objectives, met with us on 7 November).
2.             Set up a small working group to prepare for meetings and spread the workload (now established, and open to further support)
3.             Spread the word to all other Suffolk Parish Councils, enquiring if they would be interested in joining our group.  This would be an opportunity for Parish Councils to continue to lobby SCC for change, share examples of good practice or activities that they have found worked, and join together to pool resources/share costs.
4.             Start to collate a list of issues individual Parish Councils are facing, and what they would like to achieve for presentation to SCC
We look forward to your response to join us, which may be made to Joanne Kirk, Clerk to Moulton PC at clerk@moultonparishcouncil.gov.uk, who would also be pleased to answer any questions
With best wishes
Jeremy Muller
Chair
Lidgate PC
Background to the formation of this lobby group and update on the meeting of almost 30 parishes with Suffolk County Council on 15th October 2025.
Lidgate PC and Moulton PC suffer with excessive lorry traffic and speeding motorists.  They have both invested heavily in equipment and signage, and have effective Community Speed Watch groups, and occasional support from police enforcement teams.  Whilst average speeds have come down marginally, our communities do not feel safe and we believe much more needs to be done and that this can only be achieved with the active support of Suffolk County Council, whether it be by reviewing its current speeding policies, allocating more resources or simply giving support and advice to Parish Councils who wish to improve road safety in their communities.
Chair of the Parish Councils group, Jeremy Muller, of Lidgate Parish Council, outlined what had led to Lidgate and Moulton to start working together.  Lidgate is on the busy B1063 and they wanted to put in specific measures including a 40mph buffer to slow traffic down at the entrances to the village, traffic calming and a 20mph limit through the village.  The response from Suffolk County Council was that either some of the measures would not be possible or would be prohibitively expensive. 
Moulton Parish Council had had similar experiences and decided to contact other Parish Councils in West Suffolk to discover how widespread the problems were. A number of Parish Councils responded and aired their frustration at not being able to do anything meaningful to make their communities safer at a time when roads are getting busier and more vehicles are speeding, a problem which is exacerbated by insufficient enforcement by the Police of the sizeable minority of vehicles that regularly break the speed limit.
Constructive questions and comments at the meeting were responded to by Cllr Chambers, and by the Council officials who had attended the meeting. 
Cllr Chambers acknowledged that the current rural speed policy is inappropriate and Suffolk County Council is looking to change this and empower communities to have 20mph speed limits. The current policy is being revised and he “hopes to take proposals to Cabinet by the end of the year.”  He also recognised that costs could be simplified to support Parish Councils. 
He later said he had taken “a number of actions away with him and had already spoken with colleagues on a number of items”. 
We have been told already that Suffolk County recognises that it needs to do more to support Parish Councils.  At a recent One Suffolk Parish forum presented by SCC Cllr Richard Rout, he spoke about our large meeting in Moulton on 15 October and said that announcements from SCC would be made “within a couple of months”. 
The Parish Councils who attended the meeting are listed below and we look forward to more Parish Councils joining us.  Please email Moulton Parish Council if your Parish Council would like to be involved.  The email address is clerk@moultonparishcouncil.gov.uk
9 Planning

The following decisions were received;-

DC/25/1042/FUL

Address
Metcalfe Arms Lawshall Road Hawstead Suffolk IP29 5NR

Proposal
Planning application - a. change of use of sales and storage areas to three holiday lets including first floor side extension b. single storey rear infill extension c. replacement of existing side extension

Status
Decided

Decision
Approve application

Decision Issued Date
Thu 18 Dec 2025
11. Correspondence

Indication is given where an item has already been circulated by email and/ or is under consideration at this meeting and /or has been circulated for this meeting.  Please request copies of anything you have not received

	Date
	Detail
	Action
	Email circulation
	Agenda item
	Circulated with agenda

	9.11.25
	Town and Parish Council update: Preventing homelessness and reducing rough sleeping
	
	
	
	

	14.11.25
	RPA newsletter
	To CC 28.12.25
	
	
	

	17.11.25
	SALC training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	17.11.25
	SALC news bulletin
	
	29.11.25
	
	

	17.11.25
	Withdrawal of bottle bank in Hawstead (recycling credits) from 26/27
	
	
	Yes
	11.2

	19.11.25
	Email PC Cheryl Claydon
	
	
	Yes
	2.4

	19.11.25
	Play area report for November –all low risk/v low risk findings
	
	
	Yes
	11.1

	19.11.25
	Local Government reorganisation in Suffolk
	
	29.11.25
	Yes
	8.1

	20.11.25
	SALC subscription update
	
	
	
	

	21.11.25
	Parish and Town forum notes
	
	29.12.25
	
	

	21.11.25
	WSC Consultation on Local Validation Requirements
	
	
	
	

	22.11.25
	SCC press release - One Suffolk plan gains county-wide backing as Government launches consultation
	
	
	
	

	24.11.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	24.11.25
	SALC training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	Nov 25
	Pension Regulator letter – reenrolment and redeclaration request
	Completed 29 November 2025
	
	Yes
	8.5

	1.12.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	1.12.25
	Consultation on Local Government Reorganisation in Suffolk
	
	28.12.25
	Yes
	8.1

	2.12.25
	Town and parish councils update: Winter Holidays Activities and Food Programme in West Suffolk
	
	
	
	

	2.12.25
	SALC training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	4.12.25
	Delay to the Suffolk and Norfolk mayoral elections
	
	28,12,25
	
	

	5.12.25
	SPS Dec newsletter
	
	28,12,25
	
	

	5.12.25
	Feedback re proposed SID location
	
	
	Yes
	8.3

	10.12.25
	Confirmation that SCC will contribute £1000 towards new SID
	
	
	
	8.3

	10.12.25
	SCC confirmation of SID contribution
	Responded with details 28.12
	
	
	

	8.12.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	0.12.25
	SALC training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	10.12.25
	Covid-19 day of reflection 2026 - info
	
	28,12,25
	
	

	11.2.25
	RPA newsletter
	To CC 28.12.25
	
	
	

	11.12.25
	SCC report
	
	28.12.26
	Yes
	2.1

	11.12.25
	SALC Xmas greetings
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	12.12.25
	SPS Xmas newsletter
	
	25.12.25
	
	

	12.12.25
	Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Call for Sites 2025
	
	
	
	

	12.12.25
	Warm Spaces info
	
	18.12.25
	
	

	14.12.25
	Email from tree contractor
	
	
	Yes
	5

	15.12.25
	Citizens Advice West Suffolk - 2025 Update
	
	29.12.25
	
	

	15.12.25
	Get Back Into Sport fund opens to applications
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	16.12.25
	SALC training bulletin
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	17.12.25
	WSC Confirmation of tax base figures
	
	18.12.25
	
	

	17.12.25
	Play area inspection report December 2025
	All low risk or v low risk findings
	
	Yes
	11.1

	15.12.25
	Email from west Suffolk speeding group
	
	
	
	11.3

	15.12.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	17.12.25
	Salc info on Local Government Re-organisation and devolution
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	17.12.25
	Community Governance Review – Invitation for Submissions
	
	28.12.25
	Yes
	8.2

	18.12.25
	WSC info re communities capital fund
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	18.12.25
	OSS Xmas newsletter
	
	28.12.25
	
	

	18.12.25
	Confirmation that DC/25/1042/FUL has been delegated to officer 
	
	
	
	

	20.12.25
	Confirmation that ANPR signage will deploy in Hawstead 27 April-5 May 2026
	
	
	
	

	23.12.25
	Email from PC Cheryl Claydon – report on crimes in area 
	
	
	Yes
	2.4

	28.12.25
	SCC newsletter
	
	29.12.25
	Yes
	2.1

	30.12.25
	Lloyds – interest decrease notification on deposit account 
	
	
	
	


CLERK’S ACTIVITY December 2025- January 2026
	Date
	Activity
	Time

	
	Prep for and attend Nov 2025 meeting; finance; meeting follow up; precept application; SID letters; Assertion 10 training.
	


Email from SB – tree contractor dated 14.12.25 and 16.11.25
Just an update on quoting for other work, James is not available to look at the work until after Christmas. I will be in touch 


On 16 Nov 2025, at 18:49, 

﻿ Hello Catherine 

The removal of the trunks with the excavator would be best done in the summer when the ground is hard to minimise any damage to the ground or bank. I have opted for a large capable machine to maximise safety.

I don’t think it is feasible to get down in the river bed and cut up the trunks. They will be dirty and too heavy to roll and turn and it will quickly blunt the saw.

I will catch up with James and look at the additional work.

 Training
Clerk attended SALC Assertion 10 training 31.1.25
